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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



1. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wolff (USPN 6101508). 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system comprising: 

a plurality of physical storage volumes for storing a plurality of files of data 
identified by a single file system (Wolff, col.3, 1.62-64, col. 15, 1.15-19); 
storage area network ("SAN") for coupling said physical storage volumes 
(Wolff, fig. 1a, col.4, 1.34-38); 
client network (Wolff, fig. 2a); 

a plurality of storage nodes, coupled to said client network and to said 
storage area network, each one of said storage nodes for conducting storage 
operations on said files of said file system stored on said physical storage volumes 
(Wolff, col. 5, 1.8-17); 

and 
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load balancing switch, coupled to said network and to said storage nodes 
(Wolff, col.9, 1.15-33), for receiving a request from a client to conduct a storage 
operation on a file identified in said file system and for selecting one of said storage 
nodes to process said storage operation (Wolff, col.9, 1.15-34, fig. 2a, col.27, 1.45-53). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein said load balancing switch comprises a layer four load balancing 
switch (Wolff, col.20, 1.16-42, in which the load banlancer resides in the cluster aware 
Lan/Wan client works as layer four router such as determining the suitable path ). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein said storage network utilizes a TCP/IP network protocol (Wolff, col.4, 
1.31-38, in which the NFS is support by TCP). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein said storage network utilizes a UDP/IP network protocol (Wolff, 
col.4, 1.31-38, in which the NFS is support by UDP) . 

6. Regarding claim 5, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein said storage network comprises a local area network ("LAN") (Wolff, 
col.5, 1.34-40). 
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7. Regarding claim 6, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein a storage node comprises: 

a file system manager for processing said client requests for storage 
operations (Wolff, col.60, 1.28- col.61 , 1.20) ; and 

a volume manager for accessing said physical volumes (Wolff, col.62, 

1.18-40). 

8. Regarding claim 7, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein said storage operation comprises a write operation (Wolff, col.62, 
1.6-12). 

9. Regarding claim 8, Wolff teaches a distributed data storage system as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein said storage operation comprises a read operation (Wolff, col.62, I.6- 
12). 

1 0. Regarding claims 9-1 6, claiming for the method for storing files in a distributed 
data storage system, have limitations corresponding to distributed data storage system 
claims 1-8. Therefore, claims 9-16 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1 -8. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 7-24, claiming for computer readable medium for storing a 
plurality of instructions, have limitations corresponding to distributed data storage 
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system claims 1-8. Therefore, claims 17-24 are rejected for the same reasons set forth 
in the rejection of claims 1-8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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